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Jazz and jambalaya party a fun time for all 

 We loved Dave Alcantar and his Band at FOJ’s Spring party, held on Sunday, May 17, 
at the Fullerton Elks Lodge. Fifty-five guests enjoyed dining, listening and dancing to 
the music from the 1940’s to present-day. FOJ President Colleen Wadsworth hosted the 
party and introduced the new king and queen, Don Dyer and Judi McDuff.   

     A delicious Nawlins buffet of jambalaya, gumbo, dirty rice, rolls and salad was 
served by Chef Zee and his crew, with yummy bread pudding for dessert. A number of 
guests participated in the 50/50 drawing (thanks, Wendy) and bid on some of the fine 
auction items. 

     Thanks to all those who volunteered to make this party a fun evening. All proceeds 
support keeping music in the schools. 

Mina Choi Orchestra:  A stunning evening of  jazz 

On Friday, May 22, the 18-member Mina Choi Orchestra presented a fabu-
lous jazz concert held at Faith Lutheran Church of West Anaheim. George 
Cables, originally scheduled as pianist, became ill and was replaced at the 
last minute by pianist Jon Cowherd. 

     Cowherd is a Grammy-nominated pianist, composer and founder of  the 
acclaimed Brian Blade & the Fellowship Band. His remarkable career in-
cludes work with jazz legends Joni Mitchell, Norah Jones, Brandi Carlile, 
Wayne Shorter, and Herbie Hancock. 

     Most of the pieces were written and/or arranged by Mina Choi, a jazz pia-
nist, composer, arranger, and band leader known for blending jazz with or-
chestral and contemporary influences. She has collaborated with a wide range 
of musicians across jazz, classical, and popular music genres. 

     The program included two pieces by George Cables, “Helen’s Song” and 
“The Mystery of Monifa Brown,’ as well as charts by Horace Silver and Ce-
dar Walton.  

     Friends of Jazz sponsored this delightful program. 
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Judi McDuff, Editor, (714) 271-0647 

Call/text me with comments or questions. 

This publication is produced by Friends of Jazz, 
Inc., an educational, Orange County-based, all-
volunteer, nonprofit corporation. Please write to 
PO Box 5671, Fullerton, CA  92838-0671. 

CSUF and Fullerton College jazz musicians offer spring concerts 

On Friday, May 1, Cal State University’s Fullerton Jazz Orches-
tra, under Bill Cunliffe’s direction, performed their spring concert. 
Featured was jazz saxophonist David Binney in a tribute to Dizzy 
Gillespie. Mina Choi’s new arrangement of “The Mystery of Moni-
fa Brown” by George 
Cables premiered; it 
featured Binny and was 
conducted by Choi. 

   On Monday, May 4, 
CSUF’s Blue Note and 
Innervisions, under 
director Teryn Re, sang 

selected jazz tunes including “Love Me or Leave Me,” “How Deep is the 
Ocean,” “That Old Feeling,” “The Days of Wine & Roses,” “The Girl from 
Ipanema,” “That’s All,” and “Summertime.” Several solos featured vocal 
jazz majors. Tuesday, May 5, showcased Fullerton College’s vocal jazz 
groups Synergy and the Jazz Lab Band. 

    Tuesday, May 19, marked the concert by the 16-piece Fullerton College Jazz Band. directed by Bruce Babad. The 8-
member vocal jazz ensemble J-Train, directed by Jamie Shew, opened with “Groovin’ Hard,” “Brazasia,” “Take a Little 
Time to Smile,” “I Found a Love in You,” and “Mind Trick” with the Big Band. Included  were some great vocal solo-
ists. In the second half, the band played “Runaway Hormones,” “Lady Be Good,” “ Good Place to Be,” (piano and gui-
tar and composed/arranged by faculty member Mike Scott), an eerie Mingus tune called “Fables of Faubus,” and Nove-
na Fire.” CSUF and Fullerton College jazz concerts are partially sponsored by the Johnny Carson Foundation.  
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FRIENDS OF JAZZ, INC. 

Keeping Music in the Schools Since 1999! 
 

Membership Categories for July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027 

 

Student ($20) Invitation to Friends of Jazz events, recognition in FOJ newsletter 
 

General ($50) Invitation to Friends of Jazz events, recognition in FOJ newsletter 
 

Friend ($100) All benefits of General level plus two complimentary tickets, when available, to a jazz event at 

CSUF or Fullerton College. 
                                                                                  

Sponsor ($250) All benefits of Friend level plus two complimentary tickets to the Sponsors party. 
                                                                                                  

Patron ($500) All benefits of Sponsor level plus recognition at a student scholarship presentation. 
                                                                     

 Benefactor ($1,000+) All benefits of Patron level plus two additional complimentary tickets to the Sponsors party. 
                                                                                                

Gold Benefactor ($2,500+)               All benefits of Benefactor level plus two complimentary tickets to the FOJ Mardi Gras gala  

 dinner-dance.                                                   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

M E M B E R S H I P  F O R  J U L Y  1 ,  2 0 2 6  T H R O U G H  J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 2 7  
 

Category                                 ___ Amount enclosed $ __________ Date ________________________            

Name _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________­__________ Zip___________-_______  

Phone (____) _______________________________   (please include all numbers) 

E-mail address _______________________________________________________ 

 Mail to: Friends of Jazz, Inc. 

             P.O. Box 5671 

                Fullerton, CA  92838-0671 
 

Payment Method    _____ Check    _____ Visa    _____  MasterCard   _____  AMEX   
 

Card No. _________________________________ Expiration Date:  _______ (mm/yy) 
 

CVV (3 digits on back of card) ______________ AMEX (4 digits on front of card) 
 

Name on Card __________________________________________________________ 

Signature ______________________________________________________________ 

Cardholder acknowledges receipt of goods and/or services in the amount of the total shown hereon and 

agrees to perform the obligations set forth in the cardholder’s agreement with issuer. 

 

 

     

____ Yes, I’d like to help with fundraisers, scholarship awards, mailings! Please contact me. 
            

For more information, call Rudy Lara (714)  or Jean Klinghoffer (714) 871-6342.    

   www.friendsofjazzinc.com                                           jazz4u0522@gmail.com  

  

Friends of Jazz, Inc. is a California nonprofit educational corporation organized under the laws of the State of California and tax-exempt un-

der section 501 (C)(3) of the Internal Revenue Service Code. Please consult your attorney or tax advisor with reference to the deductibility of 

funds or merchandise donated to FOJ. EIN 33-0863268 
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Jennifer Hart sings at Baci’s Restaurant in Huntington Beach the second Friday of each 
month, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Jazz vocalist Debbi Ebert, accompanied by Richard Ihara, can be 
heard Friday and Saturday nights from 6 to 10pm at Cedar Creek Inn in Brea. Crooner Gavin 
Braun sings at local venues including the Tartan Room, Keno’s and Twisted Vine. 

     Live jazz and blues happen at Fullerton’s Twisted Vine, 127 W. Commonwealth Ave. 
Check out free jazz concerts on weekends at Les Amis, 128 W. Wilshire Ave., Fullerton.    
Ragtime is on at Half-Off Books and Records, 114 W. Wilshire Ave., Fullerton, 2-5pm (check 
their schedule online at www.ocrs.com}.   

     Come hear jazz sponsored by CalJAS: Jeremy Siskind and Lia Booth, June 14 (3pm); and 
several house parties throughout the year.  

     Enjoy Sunset Jazz & Dining at Bistango—2026 Summer Series. Concerts are held at    
Bistango’s, 19100 Von Karman Ave., Irvine. Dates are as follows: July 7, 21; Aug. 4, 18, 19; 
Sept. 1, 15. To order tickets, call  Joe Rothman at (949) 759-5003.  

 AROUND  TOWN  
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Friends of Jazz, Inc. 

PO Box 5671, Fullerton, CA  

92838-0671 

www.friendsofjazzinc.com 

jazz4u0522@gmail.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
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Your membership matters.  
 

Many thanks to our new and returning members— 
 

       Walter Clark    Jim Davenport & Lisa McLain 

James & Tracy Caviola   Maurice Meysenburg   Louis Kuntz 

    James & Lucinda Halley     Randi Hetrick     Mike Peak 

Lisa Batinich     Mark Miller      Dan & Nancy McKinney    
Gordy & Gail Judd   Mina Choi    Gary & Lynn Chalupsky 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Sunday, July 19 

Boot Scootin’ Boogie 
Party 

Fullerton Elks Lodge 

 

If your membership has expired, the sooner you renew it, the better for FOJ 
and its mission—keeping music in the schools. (See membership applica-
tion on p.3.) 

     Please reach out to others – find at least one family member, friend, co-
worker, neighbor or acquaintance and urge them to join us. Once they hear 
about Friends of Jazz’s positive influence within the community, they’ll want 
to be part of our helping students. And you get to enjoy our parties and 
events: Boot Scootin’ Boogie July 19, Membership party Sept. 27, college 
scholarship concerts in Fall.  

     Donations and membership dues keep us alive. Besides checks 
and credit cards, we accept stocks and cash; all are tax-deductible. If 
you can’t renew or join, why not volunteer for us! 

Condolences to the family and 
friends of Richard Nash who 
passed away in April. Rick was an 
active member of Friends of Jazz, 
along with his wife, Pat.  


