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J A Z Z  N OT E S  
High school jazz band concerts end on the right notes 

 

Now in our 27th Year! 

 

Friends of presents  

 
Sunday, May 17, 5-9pm, $55 

 

Buffet, silent auction, drawing, no-host bar  
Music by the Dave Alcantar Band 

Fullerton Elks Lodge 
Tickets/Info: Dottie (714) 525-6669 or Colleen (714) 273-7504 

The last of twelve high school jazz band concerts performed in April. Thirty-six 
outstanding students received $500 stipends, for a total of $18,000. A $500 schol-
arship was donated to an outstanding La Serna jazz II student by FOJ members 
Rick & Carol Lansing. Thanks to Lone Wolf Brewing Co., Yorba Linda, for their 
excellent service and for giving these students the opportunity to perform in a pub-
lic setting. And thanks to all the bands and their directors who participated: Es-
peranza, Mission Viejo, Trabuco Hills; Los Alamitos, El Dorado, University, Va-
lencia, Yorba Linda; Oxford;  Northwood; E. Roosevelt; La Serna high school jazz 
bands.  

    Kudos to Jim Harlan for organizing and hosting these wonderful performances.    Oxford Academy Jazz Band 

E Roosevelt  Winner 

La Serna Scholarships 

Mission Viejo Winner 

Yorba Linda Scholarship Winners 

Northwood Jazz Band 

The Lansings &  Nathan Merlano, 

Scholarship Winner 

Trabuco Hills Winners 

Photos by Donna & Jim Harlan 

Donate a scholarship  

Help students study and per-
form jazz. Donate $500 to 
FOJ and we’ll present a 
scholarship in your name. If 
you like, you can help award 
the scholarship at an FOJ 
event.  

   You can also donate in 
memory of someone. Our 
newest scholarship is in 
memory of Joe Henderson, 
who headed our high school 
jazz program and served on 
the FOJ Executive Board for 
many years. Scholarship do-
nations support our high 
school program. 

   For more details, please call 
Nick Batinich at (714) 525-
6669. 
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This publication is produced by Friends of Jazz, Inc., an educa-
tional, Orange County-based, all-volunteer, nonprofit corpora-
tion. Please write to PO Box 5671, Fullerton, CA  92838-0671. 
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Judi McDuff, Editor, (714) 271-0647 

Call/text me with comments or questions. 

Upcoming Jazz Events! 

 

CSUF Blue Note Jazz Singers, Mon., May 4, 8pm, Meng Hall 
 

Fullerton College Synergy & Jazz Lab Band, Tues., May 5, 
7:30pm, Campus Theatre 
 

Fullerton College Jazz Combos, Thurs., May 7, 7:30pm, 
Campus Theatre 
 

FOJ Spring Jazz Party, Sun., May 17, 5pm, Fullerton Elks 
Lodge 
 

Fullerton College Jazz Bands & J-Train, Tues., May 19, 
7:30pm, Campus Theatre 
 

Mina Choi Jazz Orchestra with George Cables on piano, Fri., 
May 22, 7pm,  Faith Lutheran Church, Anaheim 
 

Debbi Ebert, 6pm, Fri. & Sat., Cedar Creek Inn, Brea 
 

Jennifer Hart, 6:30pm, 2nd Friday/ea. Mo. Baci’s, Hunt. Bch 

Friends  of  Jazz,  Inc .  
PO Box  5671  
Ful le ton ,  CA  92838-0671 
www. f riendsof jazzinc.com 
jazz4u0522@gmai l . com 

Thanks to these new & returning members: 

Glenn Bautista   Nathan Nguyen   Joseph Duarte 

Dylan & Carol Harlan    Carlene & Doug Cunningham 

Emilio Luarca     Francie & Monit Ghose     Dale Moore 

Max Haymes    Laura Gomez   Josh & Nathan Merlano 

Kathie Kelley   Larry Weiss   William Schweizer 

Donn & Debby Rohrs     James Beall 

FOJ:  Now in our 27th Year! 

Friends of Jazz co-hosted two fabulous nights of jazz by the legendary NYC-based Vanguard Jazz Orchestra 
April 1 and 2. The orchestra was founded by Thad Jones and Mel Lewis in 1916; the roster was made of THE 
Cats who play in the Monday night VJO in New York.  

     Esperanza and El Dorado High School Jazz 1 Bands participated in daytime clinics /workshops, and both 
bands opened the two concerts held at the Esperanza High School Theater. It was standing room only both 
nights, and they were truly nights to remember.  

     In the audience on April 2 was Rich Watson, drummer, composer, long-time member of FOJ, former direc-
tor at El Dorado High for 36 years, and teacher at Fullerton College and CSUF. 

     Thanks to Don Dyer for capturing photos of the two high school jazz band students and the VJO band 
members who instructed them during the daytime clinics at Esperanza High School. 

The Vanguard Jazz Orchestra:  

Two fabulous nights of  live jazz 
in Orange County 

Terrell Stafford, VJO 

Dion Tucker, VJO 
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FRIENDS OF JAZZ, INC. 

Keeping Music in the Schools Since 1999! 
 

Membership Categories for July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027 

 

Student ($20) Invitation to Friends of Jazz events, recognition in FOJ newsletter 
 

General ($50) Invitation to Friends of Jazz events, recognition in FOJ newsletter 
 

Friend ($100) All benefits of General level plus two complimentary tickets, when available, to a jazz event at 

CSUF or Fullerton College. 
                                                                                  

Sponsor ($250) All benefits of Friend level plus two complimentary tickets to the Sponsors party. 
                                                                                                  

Patron ($500) All benefits of Sponsor level plus recognition at a student scholarship presentation. 
                                                                     

 Benefactor ($1,000+) All benefits of Patron level plus two additional complimentary tickets to the Sponsors party. 
                                                                                                

Gold Benefactor ($2,500+)               All benefits of Benefactor level plus two complimentary tickets to the FOJ Mardi Gras gala  

 dinner-dance.                                                   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

M E M B E R S H I P  F O R  J U L Y  1 ,  2 0 2 6  T H R O U G H  J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 2 7  
 

Category                                 ___ Amount enclosed $ __________ Date ________________________            

Name _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________­__________ Zip___________-_______  

Phone (____) _______________________________   (please include all numbers) 

E-mail address _______________________________________________________ 

 Mail to:  

  Friends of Jazz, Inc. 

             P.O. Box 5671, Fullerton, CA  92838-0671 

                 

Payment Method   _____ Check   _____ Visa   _____  MasterCard   _____  AMEX   
 

Card No. _________________________________ Expiration Date:  _______ (mm/yy) 
 

CVV (3 digits on back of card)   ___________   AMEX (4 digits on front of card) 
 

Name on Card __________________________________________________________ 

Signature ______________________________________________________________ 

Cardholder acknowledges receipt of goods and/or services in the amount of the total shown hereon and agrees to perform the obligations 

set forth in the cardholder’s agreement with issuer. 

 

 

 
      

      ____ Yes, I’d like to help with fundraisers, scholarship awards, mailings! Please contact me. 
            

For more information, call Rudy Lara (714)  273-6515 or Jean Klinghoffer (714) 871-6342.    

   www.friendsofjazzinc.com                                           jazz4u0522@gmail.com   

Friends of Jazz, Inc. is a California nonprofit educational corporation organized under the laws of the State of California and tax-exempt un-

der section 501 (C)(3) of the Internal Revenue Service Code. Please consult your attorney or tax advisor with reference to the deductibility   

of funds or merchandise donated to FOJ. EIN 33-0863268 

FOJ:  Now in our 27th Year! 

Keeping Music in Our Schools, Other Opportunities 

Jazz Notes Page 3 



 Jazz  Notes  Page 4 

 

If you’d like to join FOJ or 
want to know more about us 
and upcoming events, check 

out our website: 
www.friendsofjazzinc.com. 

Local college jazz concerts 
 

At the Cal State University, Fullerton campus: On May 1 the 
Fullerton Jazz Orchestra performs with David Binney, guest art-
ist; and Blue Note, the Jazz Singers, perform at 8pm on May 4.  
 

At the Fullerton campus: On May 5, the Synergy and Jazz Lab 
Band is being featured. Jazz Combos are showcased on May 7. 
And come hear the Jazz Band and vocal jazz group J-Train on 
May 19. Concerts take place at the Campus Theatre and start at 
7:30 p.m.  
 

These college jazz events are free to Friends of Jazz – just tell 
the box office you’re an FOJ member. 

FOJ:  Now in our 27th Year! 

Your membership matters. It’s our annual membership drive. If your membership has expired, the 
sooner you renew it, the better for FOJ and its mission—keeping music in the schools. A membership form 
for first-time members, renewals, or to make a donation is on page three of this issue. 

      We also need you to reach out to others and ask them to join – so we’re asking every current member to 
find at least one family member, friend, co-worker, neighbor or acquaintance and urge them to join us. Once 
they hear about Friends of Jazz’s positive influence within the community, they’ll want to be part of our help-
ing students. And you all get to enjoy our parties and events.   

      Donations over and above membership dues are the lifeblood that keeps us going, so you can also help 
there. And you can write off your donations to Friends of Jazz when you itemize your taxes. We encourage 
business donations, as well. If you can’t renew or join, please consider volunteering for us. 

      Thank you for whatever you can do to help keep music in schools! 

 News & Notes Wishing a speedy recovery to 
Eric Marchese at Anaheim 
Crest Nursing Center. Cards 
and calls are appreciated. We 
miss you, Eric, and hope 
you’re lots better soon! 

Muck Jazz Fest is coming soon! 

Condolences to the family and 
friends of Barbara Fischer, who 
passed in March. She was a 
long-time supporter and member 
of Friends of Jazz, along with 
her Mom, Jean. She took lots of 
photographs of FOJ events and 
was a good friend and neighbor 
to Jean Klinghoffer We miss her. 


