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Story and photos by Eric Marchese 

 Few annual Friends of Jazz events are 
better and none are bigger than the king 

of all major fundraising ð and fun-

raising ð events, the party celebrating 
Fat Tuesday: the Mardi Gras Ball, set 
for March 10 in the Grand Ballroom of 
the Embassy Suites Hotel in Brea. 

 Guests will come from far and wide to 
participate in FOJôs biggest bash of the 
year, more eagerly anticipated than ever 
since it coincides with Friends of Jazzôs 
20th anniversary. 

 As guests arrive at 5 p.m. and check in 
at the reception table, theyôll receive a 
ballpoint pen with ñFriends of Jazz 20th 
Anniversaryò printed on it (and with a 
built-in mini-flashlight). The profes-
sional photographer from last yearôs 

Continued on page seven. 

The biggest event of the 
year, coinciding with FOJôs 
20th anniversary, will 
showcase great music, food 
and auction items as every-
one on board on Sunday, 
March 10, is primed to ólet 
the good times roll.ô 

ball will be set up by the door, and before 

entering the ballroom, each participant and/

or couple will have their photo taken and 

will receive a 4"x6" mounted print of it. 

 At their place settings, guests will find a 
10-ounce wine glass inscribed with the 
FOJ logo and ñ20th anniversary.ò 

 During the cocktail hour (5 to 6 p.m.), 
guests will have a chance to begin re-
viewing and bidding on the many silent 
auction items on hand (see the partial 
list on pages three and five of this issue). 
A jazz trio (piano, bass and drums) of 
Fullerton College student musicians 
under the direction of Bruce Babad will 
provide the music for the first hour of 
the evening. 

 FOJôs Jim Harlan is presiding over this 
yearôs ball as Master of Ceremonies and 
will welcome guests and introduce this 
yearôs royalty. 

FOJ bids a fond farewell to Shep Shepherd  
 Less than three weeks after 
Friends of Jazz created a 
special event at Fullerton 
College to present Shep 
Shepherd with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award, he 
took ill. He was admitted to 
Loma Linda Hospital with 
congestive heart failure on 
Nov. 24 and passed peace-
fully the next day. Since 
January 19 was the legend-
ary jazz musicianôs birthday, 
that was the date wife Joy 
chose to hold a celebration 

 in Carlsbad. 

 He was born Berisford 
Benjamin Shepherd on Jan. 
19, 1917, in Honduras and 
raised in Philadelphia, 
where he studied music 
and furniture making. In 
New York City and Cali-
fornia, he became a legend 
as a trombonist, vibra-
phone and xylophone play-
er, drummer, vocalist, vo-
cal conductor, arranger,  

of Shepôs incredible life at 
the NAMM (National As-
sociation of Music Mer-
chants) Musician Museum 

Members rev up for annual Mardi Gras Ball  

Dottie Blietz and Jack Miller (above) will be 

crowned 2019 Mardi Gras Ball Queen and 

King by 2014ôs MGB Queen, Jeanie Stock-

well (top right). At right: Queen of the 2018 

ball, Judy McFadden. 

Please see MARDI GRAS BALL on page two. 
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This publication is produced by 
Friends of Jazz, Inc., an educational, 
Orange County-based, all-volunteer, 
non-profit corporation in operation 

since March, 1999. Please contact 
us at 714-871-6342 or PO Box 5671, 
Fullerton CA 92838-0671. 
www.friendsofjazzinc.com 

 Friends of Jazz is happy to announce 
these members who recently joined: 

     Kimberly Beach-Pettus 

     Kevin and Michelle Konecky 

     Kathie Lamore 

     Lorie Marini 

     Nick Moore 

 And, FOJ says welcome back to these 

 

New members join FOJ while others return  
 Friends of Jazz has recently 
noted the passing of some of 
those who were members and 
supporters stretching back 
many years. 

 We pay our respects to Lee 
Brockett, Jean M. Fischer, 
Toni Ramsay, Robert Lam-
bert, Shep Shepherd and Gil 
McFadden. Many of these fine 
folks gave of themselves 
through their time and funds. 
Some served on FOJôs board. 
Some volunteered their time 
to various special events. 
Some made sure to show 
support by attending the many 
functions on the calendar 
throughout the year. Some 
made monetary donations or 
gave us items for use in silent 
auctions and opportunity 
drawings. 

 Each held Friends of Jazz in 
a special place in his or her 
heart, and that means we at 
FOJ hold them in our hearts 
with affection, respect and 
fond memories that will last a 
lifetime.             ǆ 3/7       Fullerton Jazz Orchestra and Big Band, 4 p.m. Meng Hall, CSUF 

4/12-13   45th Annual Fullerton College Jazz Festival, day-long, campus-wide 

4/18    Fullerton Jazz Big Band, 8 p.m. Meng Hall, CSUF 

4/18    Fullerton Latin Ensemble, 8 p.m. Meng Hall, CSUF 

4/23    CSUF Jazz Singers, 8 p.m. Meng Hall, CSUF 

5/3    Fullerton Jazz Orchestra, 8 p.m. Meng Hall, CSUF 

   [NOTE: THESE EVENTS ARE FREE TO FRIENDS OF JAZZ MEMBERS.] 

Donõt miss these upcoming CSUF and FC events! 

ˊˊˊ  Quarter Notes  ˊˊˊ 

members who just renewed: 

    Nick and Dottie Batinich 

    Ron Celotto 

    Ronnie and Wayne Mason 

    Jack Miller and Dottie Blietz 

    Julie Nolan 

    Dave Robbins 

    Jane Rollingson 

In March, recorder concerts will come roaring in  

 Be sure to catch the next two recorder con-
certs being performed by fourth grade stu-
dents from two Fullerton elementary schools. 

 First off, on Friday morning, March 15, chil-
dren from Sunset Lane Elementary School 
will play a concert at 9:45 a.m. 

 The Sunset Lane kids are among the most 
talented in the program and are regularly fea-
tured at the annual Mardi Gras Ball (and will 
be again at this yearôs ball). 

 The second recorder concert in March is at 

FOJ:  Celebrat ing Our 20th Anniversary! 

2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 19, at Rolling 
Hills Elementary. 

 Both performances are free to the public, 
and the kids and their families always enjoy 
having the support of Friends of Jazz mem-
bers in the audience to show support and to 
encourage and cheer them on. 

 You can learn more about Friends of Jazzôs 
recorder program by emailing Jennifer Hart, 
who runs the program for FOJ and provides 
classroom instruction for the young students. 
Her email is hartsong3@gmail.com.          ǆ 

 MARDI GRAS BALL  Continued from page one 

 Jeanie Stockwell, the 2014 Mardi Gras 
queen, will conduct the coronation of 
longtime members Jack Miller and Dottie 
Blietz as King and Queen. Following the 
coronation, an authentic, New Orleans-
style Mardi Gras parade, complete with 
twirling parasols. The live jazz for the 
parade, provided by the CSUF Dixieland 
Jazz Band under the direction of Bill Cun-
liffe, will ñlet the good times roll.ò 

 Before dinner is served (at 7 p.m.), fourth 
grade students from Sunset Lane Elemen-
tary School will deliver a 15-minute re-
corder concert, directed by FOJôs Jennifer 

Hart. Providing the always-stellar after-
dinner music for listening and dancing will 
be The Fullerton College Jazz Band, and a 
handful of surprise musical performers will 
also take the stage. 

 Tickets are $130 per person, and FOJôs 
board president, Colleen Wadsworth, urges 
you to ñget your tickets now, because you 
donôt want to miss this fabulous, one-of-a-
kind event!ò 

 For more information about this yearôs 
Mardi Gras Ball, call Colleen Wadsworth at 
714-273-7504 or FOJôs Nick Batinich at 714
-525-6669.                       ǆ  
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High school band program is cookinõ at Florentineõs 

 

 Friends of Jazzôs spring high 
school band program got off to 
a great start for this year when 
Esperanza Highôs jazz students 
performed a stellar concert at 
Florentineôs Grill in downtown 
Fullerton on Saturday after-
noon, January 26. 

 FOJôs Jim Harlan, who runs 
the program, announced that 
FOJ would give $300 to the 
schoolôs program. Trevor Se-
coda, who plays lead alto sax 
as well as clarinet, was given a 
$400 scholarship. 

 The program continued on 
Feb. 9 with Valencia High. 
Director Pete Perez celebrated 
his birthday by first bringing 
on the schoolôs Band II before 
having the more accomplished 
student musicians of Band I 
take the stage. Bass player 
David Reynoso received the 
individual $400 FOJ scholar-
ship. 

 February 16 featured Mission 
Viejo High, and MVHSôs 
trombone player Grant Pender-
gast won the scholarship. 

 El Dorado High took center 
stage on Feb. 23 and La Serna 
High on March 9. Youôll be 
able to see photos of and read 
about these performances in 
the next issue of Jive Talkinô. 

Above: Mission Viejo Highôs trombonist Grant 
Pendergast with director Doug Meeuwsen. Top 
right: Esperanza Highôs lead alto sax player 
Trevor Secoda with band director Bradley Da-
vis. Bottom right: Valenciaôs bass player David 
Reynoso and band director Pete Perez. Photos by Eric Marchese and Judi McDuff 

 Here is the remainder of the programôs 
schedule for this year: 

  March 23: Kennedy High 

  March 30: Yorba Linda 

  April 20: Katella High 

  May 11: Irvine High 

  May 18: Fullerton High 

 Each high school receives a $300 check 
from Friends of Jazz; in addition, each indi-
vidual musician is given $400. 

 All performances are at Florentineôs Grill, 
102 N. Harbor Blvd. from 1 to 3 p.m. Doors 
open to the public at 12:30 p.m. 

 For more information about the program, 
contact Jim Harlan: Jim@Jim-Harlan.com. ǆ 

Partial list of  Mardi Gras Ball silent auction donation items  
 Here are some of the fantastic items you can bid on and win at this 
yearôs Mardi Gras Ball: 

 Las Vegas timeshare, 4 days/3 nights (date/time TBD). Value $600. 

 Sedona timeshare for 4 days/3 nights (date/time TBD). Value $750. 

 Four (4) Santa Anita Park clubhouse admission passes and valet 
parking pass (expires June, 2019). Value $50 

 Six (6) admission passes to Los Alamitos Race Course Vessels 
Club (expires July 2019). Value $60. 

 Two (2) passes to Wine Safari of Malibu, a bottle of wine and two 
wine glasses. Value $250. 

 Two (2) seats to any Pacific Symphony Classical Series concert. 
Value $170. 

 Two (2) tickets to a Los Angeles Philharmonic chamber music, or-
gan, green umbrella or baroque concert. Value $100. 

 Two (2) general admission tickets for dinner and tournament at 

Medieval Times. Value $137. 

 ñThe Tonight Show starring Johnny Carsonò collectorôs edition DVDs 
[two boxed sets (12 DVDs and 3 DVDs) and five (5) single DVDs]. 

 Fullerton Police Department tour and ride-along. 

 Five (5) tickets for two people each for the 2019 Sawdust Art Festi-
val. Value $90. 

 One (1) VIP guest card to the Academy of Magical Arts (Magic Cas-
tle). Value $160. 

 Two (2) season subscriptions to Muckenthaler Jazz Series. Value 
$280. 

 Two (2) 2-1/2-hour whale-watching cruise, Newport Landing, New-
port Beach. Value $64. 

  PLEASE SEE PAGE FIVE FOR MORE AUCTION ITEMS 
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CSUFõs FOJ scholarship night stars jazz great Tom Ranier 
 Story and photos by Eric Marchese 

Friends of Jazzôs annual scholarship night at Cal 

State Fullerton is always exciting, especially because 
it includes a special reception for members at Meng 
Hall before everyone takes their seats for the concert 
and scholarship presentation. 

 This time around, Friday night Nov. 30, 2018, the bill 
of student musicians was headed by special guest star 
Tom Ranier. 

 Ranierôs high school and college years were spent 
right here in Orange County, first as a high school 
student in Garden Grove, then an undergrad within 
CSUFôs music department. He went on to help launch 
the jazz studies program at CSUF before his talent and 
fame took him to new heights as a jazz pianist but also 
as a saxophonist, clarinetist, composer and arranger. 
He currently accompanies Tony Bennett, leads The 
Tom Ranier Trio on the TV show ñDancing With the 
Stars,ò and is involved in a new Jazz Studies program 
at UCLA headed up by famed jazz guitarist Kenny 
Burrell. 

 Following the lovely, well-attended FOJ reception, 
attendees took their seats and were greeted by Bill 
Cunliffe, director of the 18-member Fullerton Jazz 
Orchestra. Bill conducted the musicians in a handful 
of memorable selections, including ñArt of the Big 
Bandò by Bob Mintzer and Duke Ellingtonôs ñCon- 
certo for Cootie.ò 

 The audience was also treated to a vocal rendition of 
ñFirst Circleò featuring 11 Fullerton Jazz Singers stu-
dent vocalists. 

 During the first half, Bill also called attention to 
Friends of Jazz and noted how important FOJ has been 
to the jazz program at CSUF for the past 20 years. He 
brought FOJôs Nick Batinich and Colleen Wadsworth 
up onto the stage for the scholarship presentations. 

 Nick noted that the 2018 award included not just the 
individual scholarships to 17 talented, deserving stu-
dents, but also the sum of $10,000 as a donation to the 
music department at large. 

 After the intermission, Bill introduced his dear old 
friend, special guest Ranier, who delivered sterling 
performances of three outstanding pieces composed by 
Tom Kubis. For Count Basieôs ñOne OôClock Jump,ò 
Bill took the piano to accompany Tom on clarinet ï a 
real treat hearing these two master jazz artists at once. 

 The following students received scholarships from 
FOJ: Luke Bither, bass; Brian Clemens, piano; Tony 
Fuller, trombone; Sam Gonzales, trombone; Jaesung 
Kwon, tenor saxophone; Michael Lin, drums; Srimal 
de Mel, piano; Adam Murray, trombone; Thomas 
Robinson, alto saxophone; David Saliby, trumpet; 
Jesus Sanchez, drums; Joe Terry, trumpet; Brad 
Torres, trumpet; Freddy Uyehara, bass; Christian 
Vazquez, guitar; Mark Wein, guitar; and Matthew 
Yang, piano.                 ǆ 

Celebrat ing Our 20th Anniversary! 


